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Background 

Seven Biblical Feasts 
In Leviticus 23 the Israelites were commanded to celebrate 7 festivals; 

1. Passover, ֶּפַסח- Pesach — Leviticus 23:5; points to the crucifixion.
2. Unleavened Bread, hum - Matzah — Leviticus 23:6; speaks of the burial of 

Yeshua and the cancellation of sin.

3. Firstfruits, ִּּבּכּור - Bikkur — Leviticus 23:10; points to the resurrection of 
Yeshua.

4. Weeks, ָׁשבּוַע - Shavuot — Leviticus 23:15; comes 50 days later and was 
fulfilled at Pentecost.

5. Trumpets, ׁשֹוָפר - Shofar — Leviticus 23:24; when the Israelites were 
commanded to gather together during the blowing of the shofar points to the 
Rapture of the Church.

6. Day of Atonement יֹום Yom = Day and ָּכַפר Kippur  = Atonement —
Leviticus 23:27-28; the blood of the lambs that made atonement for the peoples’ 
sins pointed to the blood of the final sacrifice made for sin by Yeshua 
ha’Mashiach.

7. Tabernacles ֻסָּכה - Sukkot — Leviticus 23:34; also known as the Feast of 
Shelters, celebrated when God brought His people out of Egypt and cared for 
them in the desert. Those of us who have come out of sin can also rejoice in our 
deliverance. The Feast of Tabernacles also points to an end-time harvest when the 
nations are gathered in to worship the Lord. It could well have been the time 
Yeshua was born. Conceived at Hanukkah in the month of Kislev (December) 
and born in the month of Tishri (September/October). 

Three times a year, the Israelites were to travel to Jerusalem to celebrate the major 
feasts; Pesach (Passover), Shavuot (Weeks) and Sukkot (Tabernacles), 
see Exodus 23:14-16.



Background 

Shavuot in the Tanakh (Old Testament) 
As soon as the Jews left Egypt, a fiery Pillar of Cloud appeared before them, 
leading them from Rameses to Succoth and then southward toward the desert 
(Exodus 13:20-22).  

But Pharaoh and his army pursued them in order to enslave them once again 
(Exodus 14:4). Six days later (Nisan 21) the Israelites were trapped between the 
Egyptian army and the Red Sea. The Pillar of Cloud moved behind the Israelites 
between them and the Egyptians. Moses stretched out his staff, miraculously the 
sea parted for them, and they walked through on dry ground. After they had all 
crossed over, the Egyptians tried to follow but Moses again stretched out his 
staff and the waters engulfed and drowned the pursuing army. 

After 45 days in the desert they reached Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:1) and Moses 
ascended the mountain where God gave him the Ten Commandments and 
eventually Torah. 

Passover is seen Israel’s betrothal to God whereas Shavuot is considered the 
Wedding Anniversary of the Covenant between God and Israel sealed at Mount 
Sinai. The Ketubah or wedding contract was the Ten Commandments and 
Torah, Sephardic Jews often recite Hosea 2:19-20 at this time. 

Shavuot marks the end of the barley harvest and the beginning of the wheat 
harvest. Counting the Omer (an Israelite unit of Temple measure for a sheaf) 
begins with a wave offering of barley and continues for 7 weeks until the wheat 
offering on Shavuot. Counting the Omer, is a verbal counting of each of the 49 
days, representing spiritual preparation and anticipation of Torah lasting from 
Pesach until the 50th day, Shavuot. Deuteronomy 16:9-10 

Shavuot is also known as the Conclusion of Passover as God’s intention in 
the Exodus was His revelation at Sinai.  
Passover celebrates the Exodus,  
Unleavened Bread recalls the crossing of the Red Sea,  
Counting the Omer brings to mind the days before reaching Sinai , 
Shavuot celebrates receiving Torah, exactly 7 weeks after the Exodus. 



Shavuot 

All:  I am the Lord your God:  
   You shall have no other gods before me. 
  You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
  You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
  Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. 
  Honour your father and your mother. 
  You shall not murder. 
  You shall not commit adultery. 
  You shall not steal. 
  You shall not be a false witness. 
  You shall not covet anything  
   belonging to your neighbour. 

Leader: Jesus said; The most important Commandment is this:   
     Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is One (Shema) 
All:  Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
  with all your soul, with all your mind  
  and with all your strength. 

Leader: The second is this: Love your neighbour as yourself.  
All:  No commandments are greater. 
  On these the Law and the Prophets are based. 
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Shavuot 

Link between Shavuot on Sinai and Zion — 1 & 2 

1. Shavuot is considered the 
Wedding Anniversary of the 
Covenant between God and 
Israel sealed at Mount Sinai. 
The Ketubah or wedding 
contract was the Ten 
Commandments and Torah. 
Sephardic Jews often recite 
Hosea 2:19-20. Passover is 
considered the time of 
Israel’s betrothal to God. 

2. God came down in the form 
of wind, sound and fire on 
Mount Sinai 50 days after 
the Israelites left Egypt. 

1. The Church is the Bride of 
Messiah (Revelation 21:2, 9) 
We anticipate the Marriage 
Supper to come (Revelation 
19:9). In the mean time we 
are chosen, appointed and 
anointed to proclaim and 
live out His purposes on 
Earth. 

2. God came down in the form 
of wind, sound and fire 50 
days after Yeshua's 
resurrection. We assume the 
disciples were still in the 
upper room (Acts 1) when 
the Holy Spirit came (Acts 
2), but they would more 
likely have been at the 
Temple, where Shavuot was 
celebrated. 

Leader: Farmers would tie a reed around the first fruits  
  of each species to ripen. At harvest, they would be cut   
  and put in baskets woven of gold and silver and taken  
  in a  procession to the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Taster Course 

Film 1  The Law and the Prophets  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Shavuot 

Link between Shavuot on Sinai and Zion — 3 & 4 

3. 3,000 Israelites died 
because they turned from 
the Lord to idolatry with the 
Golden Calf (Exodus 32:28). 

4. Shavuot brought the 
commandments of God with 
613 mitzvot (instructions) to 
Israel. 

3. 3,000 Jews entered God’s 
Kingdom when the Holy 
Spirit came that Shavuot. 
Peter spoke to the pilgrims 
there for the Feast. The 
3,000 repented and were 
immediately baptised, and 
the only place where that 
would have been possible 
was in the Temple mikvot.  

4. Yeshua fulfilled the Law and 
the Prophets. The greatest 
commandment sums up 
Torah; ‘Love God and love 
one another.’ 

Leader: The people of Israel brought the first fruits (bikkurim)  
  of their harvest at Shavuot to the Temple.  
All:  We bring You the best of our love and service. 

When Yeshua rose from the dead He became the First fruits of God’s Kingdom 
Harvest of the Resurrection of the redeemed. 

Leader:  Bless, O God, our worship on this Feast of Weeks  
  and all who are gathered here in Your name. 
All:  Fill our hearts and lives with the fruits  
  of Your Holy Spirit. 
  
Read  Galatians 5:22-23 

These fruits occur supernaturally from the grace and love of God in the life of 
those who put their trust in Yeshua ha’Mashiach. (John 15:1-8; Titus 3:5-6) 

First Course 
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Shavuot 

Leader:  At the Temple, the priest took the sheaves, the firstfruits   
  of the harvest, and waved some in every direction for the 
  crowds to acknowledge God's faithful provision and    
  sovereignty over all the earth. — NEXT SLIDE 

  The priests also waved 2 loaves baked with yeast before   
  the Lord in such a way that they appeared to become  
  one loaf! 

1. The two loaves are the Jews and Gentiles in the Kingdom (Romans 11) the 
natural and in-grafted branches being supported by the holy root of the 
Patriarchs and the Remnant of Israel. 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22 — One New Man — Challah Bread 

1. Jewish men traditionally stay up all night studying Torah.  
2. The story of Ruth is set during harvest. She left Moab, her homeland, and 

followed her mother-in-law Naomi to Israel after the deaths of their 
husbands. In Bethlehem, she married Boaz, one of their closest relatives, a 
kinsman-redeemer from the Royal House of Judah. Their grandson is King 
David (tradition says he was born and died on Shavuot). From the line of 
King David also comes Messiah Yeshua. It’s a message of sacrifice and 
redemption as Ruth, a Gentile, said to Naomi; ‘Your people will be my 
people, your God will be my God’. Boaz typifies the loving-kindness of 
Yeshua our Redeemer.  

Leader: We give You thanks, O Lord our God,  
  for the harvest of the wheat 
  and the bread which nourishes us.   
All:  And we thank You for Yeshua, the Bread of Life. 

John 6:35

Leader: Blesséd are You, O Lord our God,  
  King of the Universe, who has blessed us with  
  the Seven Fruits of the Promised Land  
  (Deuteronomy 8:7-80).   
All:  We bless You for the Wheat, Barley, Grapes,  
  Figs, Pomegranates, Olives and Dates. 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Shavuot 

Link between Shavuot on Sinai and Zion — 5 & 6 

5. The Israelites feared God 
and He changed them from 
a nation of priests  
(Exodus 19:5-6) to a nation 
with priests (Exodus 28:1).  

6. At Sinai, the sign of the 
Covenant was circumcision, 
a mark in the flesh. 

5. All born-again followers of 
Yeshua are known as ‘a 
chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation,    
a people belonging to 
God, that you may 
declare the praises of 
Him who called you out of 
darkness into his 
wonderful light’  
(1 Peter 2:9). 

6. At Zion, the sign of the 
Covenant was 
‘circumcision of the 
heart, by the Spirit, not 
by the written code’   
(Romans 2:29). 

Second Course 

Films 1. Holy Spirit at Shavuot  
  2. Peter Speaks to the Crowd 

Link between Shavuot on Sinai and Zion — 7 & 8 

7. Journeying from Sinai in the 
desert the 70 elders of Israel 
saw the Lord and prophesied 
on just the one occasion. 
Moses expressed a longing 
for all God’s people to 
receive His Spirit and 
prophesy. 
(Numbers 11:25,29) 

7. The Holy Spirit came as the 
prophet foretold: ‘I will 
pour out My Spirit on all 
people’ (Joel 2:28-32). The 
miracle was not just the 
ability to speak another 
language supernaturally, but 
that all the believers 
prophesied. 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Shavuot 

8. God’s Law, the Ten 
Commandments, were 
written written on Tablets of 
Stone by the finger of God 
(Exodus 31:18). 

8. The New Covenant is written 
on the tablets of our heart 
by the Spirit of God. 
Jeremiah 31:33; ‘I will put 
my law in their minds and 
write it on their hearts’. 
We are letters of Messiah, 
written with the Spirit of the 
Living God.  
(2 Corinthians 3:2-3) 

The wider fulfilment of prophecy to Israel  
At Shavuot the Lord demonstrated He had not finished with Israel. He proved 
His Covenant Faithfulness by making His New Covenant (Jeremiah 31) with 
the people He had rescued from Egypt and restored from exile:  

And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; 
 for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance,  
as the Lord has said, even among the survivors whom the Lord calls  
(Joel 2:32). 

We think Pentecost is about the birth of the Church, and it is, but perhaps 
it’s also about the rebirth of Israel!

Worship & Ministry 
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