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Introduction / Background 

Harvest Festivals first started in Cornwall in 1843, and the tradition today 
continues in many churches throughout the world. Much of the origin lies in 
the desire of farming communities to give thanks to God for the safe harvest of 
crops. Urban communities find it harder to relate to this, yet they too need to be 
aware of their dependence on harvests worldwide. 

Our aim is to look at the Scriptural roots of harvest festival and explain how it 
was celebrated in biblical times and the harvest festival Yeshua (Jesus) would 
have known. These roots are found in the festival called Tabernacles or 
Sukkot, which is still celebrated by Jewish people today.  Christians are 
increasingly seeing the relevance of Tabernacles to their own Harvest 
celebrations. 

The Bible indicates that, at the return of Yeshua, all nations will go up to 
Jerusalem to celebrate this one Feast (Zechariah 14:16). 

In Leviticus 23 the Israelites were commanded to celebrate seven festivals. The 
Festivals of the Lord were appointed times, established as annual rehearsals, 
that taught both historically and prophetically the whole plan of God 
concerning the coming of the Messiah and the redemption of mankind. The 
first four feasts have been fulfilled and the Jewish community celebrates them 
historically. They are Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits and Weeks. 
These four Spring Festivals are considered an interrelated whole where Weeks is 
the completion of the process begun at Passover. 

Three times a year the Israelites were to travel to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
major festivals; Pesach (Passover), Shavuot (Weeks) and Sukkot 
(Tabernacles), see Exodus 23:14-16. 

The last three festivals (Trumpets, Atonement and Tabernacles) are 
celebrated during autumn and are yet to be fulfilled so they remain prophetic in 
nature. 
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Introduction / Background 

God gave the Biblical Festivals to teach the Jewish people and all believers about 
His character and so understand His plan of salvation. All Christians have 
been ‘grafted in’ to the Olive Tree (see Romans 11:17ff) and so share that same 
rich heritage and roots.  

1. Passover, ֶּפַסח - Pesach — Leviticus 23:5; celebrates the turning point in the 
story of the Israelite freedom after slavery in Egypt. It points to the 
crucifixion as in both the Old and New Covenants, the blood of the Lamb 
delivers from slavery — the Jew from Egypt and the Christian from sin. 

2. Unleavened Bread, ַמָּצה - Chag Ha Matzot — Leviticus 23:6; speaks of the 
burial of Yeshua and the cancellation of sin. The Feasts of Passover and 
Unleavened Bread are considered as one and known simply as The Passover. 
In the B'rit Chadashah (New Covenant) Yeshua is described as the Bread of 
Life (Lechem Ha Chayim) in John 6:35. Yeshua was born in Bethlehem, 
which in Hebrew means, House of Bread (Beit Lechem). 

3. First Fruits, ִּּבּכּור - Yom Ha Bikkurim — Leviticus 23:10; pictures the 
resurrection of Yeshua, being the first of many, Romans 8:29. In ancient 
times the day following the first day of Unleavened Bread a sheaf (Omer) of 
barley (the first crop to ripen) was waved before the LORD to mark the start 
of counting the Omer, thereby initiating the 49 day countdown to the Feast of 
Shavuot. Bikkurim derives from the root word bekhor, meaning ‘firstborn’. 

4. Weeks, ָׁשבּוַע - Shavuot — Leviticus 23:15; recalls the gift of Torah at Sinai 
which comes 50 days later and was fulfilled at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit 
descended on those waiting in Jerusalem. 

5. Trumpets, ׁשֹוָפר - Shofar - Yom Teruah — Leviticus 23:23; the Israelites 
were commanded to gather together during the blowing of the Shofar (ram’s 
horns). It speaks currently of the Gospel proclamation that ‘now’ is the day 
of Salvation (Isaiah 49:8, 2 Corinthians 6:2). In the future it points to the 
Rapture of the Church.  Sounding the trumpet signalled the field workers 
to stop harvesting and come into the Temple to worship.  Now, when the 
trumpet sounds, believers will cease their labour and be taken out of the 
world in the Rapture. Rosh Hashanah literally means Head of the Year, 
it’s the beginning of a new era and points to Yeshua's return (1 Thessalonians 
4:16).  
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Introduction / Background 

6. Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur — יֹום, Yom meaning Day and ִּכֻּפר, 
Kippur meaning Atonement — Leviticus 23:27-28.  The blood of the lambs 
that made atonement for the peoples’ sins pointed to the blood of the final 
sacrifice made for sin by Yeshua. This, the holiest day of the Jewish year, 
provides a prophetic insight about the Second Coming of Yeshua Ha 
Mashiach; the restoration of Israel and the final judgement of the world. 
This is the one Feast not fulfilled by the Church as it owes no Atonement; not 
because it is innocent, but because it’s exonerated. The Day of Atonement 
will be fulfilled when the Lord returns at His Second Coming with the 
redemption of His people, Israel (Romans 11:26). 

7. Tabernacles, ֻסָּכה - Sukkot — Leviticus 23:34; also known as the Feast of 
Shelters, celebrates that God brought His people out of Egypt and cared for 
them in the desert. Chag Ha Asif (ַחג ָהָאִסף), the Feast of Ingathering, 
also points to an end-time harvest when the nations are all gathered to 
worship the Lord picturing the Millennial Reign of Yeshua Ha Mashiach. 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Introduction / Background 

When crops were planted in early spring people didn't rejoice because they were 
uncertain about how the harvest would turn out. When they harvested grain at 
the start of summer they might have rejoiced that they now had bread, but 
they’d still be uncertain of the success of the fruit crops. Total joy would only 
come after harvesting all the crops in autumn, and thereby receiving 
sustenance and provision for the coming year from the LORD. 

Traditionally this was the only big festival of fresh foods for ordinary people, 
when families had gathered in all their crops for the year, before they were 
salted to last through the winter.  Everyone gathered for a huge feast with an 
abundance of fruits, autumn vegetables and honey. 

Prophetically, Sukkot anticipates the coming Kingdom of Yeshua Ha Mashiach 
when all nations will come up to Jerusalem to worship the LORD during the 
festival (Zechariah 14:16).  

This final feast is celebrated from 15th-22nd Tishri and from an agricultural 
perspective in ancient Israel, Sukkot corresponded to the fruit harvest. Today, 
Sukkot is a time to remember God's Sheltering Presence and Provision at the 
start of the Jewish New Year — Rosh Hashanah, literally ‘the head of the year’. 
The Scriptural name, Yom Teruah, literally means ‘day of noise’, the Shofar 
(ram’s horn) is blown at least 100 times!  

In light of the work of Yeshua as High Priest of the New Covenant, we now have 
access to the Heavenly Temple of God (Hebrews 4:16). We are now members of 
the greater Temple of His body; we are now part of His great Sukkah! 

It could well have been the time Yeshua was born (see Endnotes 3). Conceived at 
Hanukkah in the month of Kislev (December) and born in the month of Tishri 
(September/October). 
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Sukkot 

Worship 

Leader: Blesséd are You, O Lord our God, King of the Universe,  
  who has called us to worship in this house. 
All:  Blesséd are You, O Lord our God,  
  King of the Universe, who has given us life, 
  protected us and brought us to this Harvest Season. 

Leader: Thank You O Lord our God, that Your Holy Spirit  
  dwells among us. As a Tabernacle is shade in the desert,   
  so spread over us the Tabernacle of Your peace and  
  pour out Your streams of Living Water.       
  Blesséd be the Lord for ever and ever. 
All:  We will worship and bow down,  
  we will bend our knees before the Lord, our maker. 

Time of Reflection  

Leader:  Blesséd are You, O Lord our God, King of the Universe,  
  for You nourish us and the whole world with Your  
  goodness, grace, kindness and mercy. 
All:  Blesséd are You, O Lord, 
  for you nourish all creation. 

Leader:  We give You thanks, O Lord our God,  
because You have given us a desirable inheritance; 
You have given us the Covenant of Grace,  
our Citizenship in Heaven, and our Fellowship  
amongst Messiah’s people. You have given us  
our life and our food. For all these things we give You 
thanks and bless Your Name for ever and ever. 

All:  Blesséd are You, O Lord our God,  
  for the earth, for our food and  
  for our inheritance in Yeshua our Messiah. 
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First Course 

1) Tabernacles and the Desert

The Feast of Tabernacles is held for seven days from 15th-21st 
of the 7th month (Tishri) corresponding to September/October 
according to Torah (Leviticus 23:34; Deuteronomy 16:13). It 
begins 5 days after Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement).  

However, additional days Shimini Atzeret (8th day of celebration) 
and Simchat Torah (rejoicing with Torah) have been added, in 
Israel these two days are combined into one.  

The Feast of Tabernacles recalls God’s commandment in 
Leviticus 23:40-43 to live in shelters for seven days.  The origins 
can be traced way back, being the sequel to Passover and the 
Exodus where the Israelites lived in temporary dwellings for their 
40 year sojourn in the wilderness. 

According to a Jewish saying, Yom Teruah is the engagement, 
Yom Kippur the sealing and Sukkot the wedding in the 
relationship with God.  

A Jewish wedding feast lasts 7 days, the marriage takes place 
under a Huppah, which sometimes is depicted with a Tallit 
(Jewish prayer shawl). So the Sukkah can be interpreted 
prophetically, with the 7-day long Feast of Tabernacles being the 
Wedding Feast of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9): the Groom, 
Yeshua, who comes for His Bride, the Church. 

1. Yeshua sacrificed Himself as an Atonement for us at Pesach.  
2. He was buried at Chag Ha Matzot. 
3. He became the First Fruit by His Resurrection — Yom Ha 

Bikkurim = Feast of First Fruits.  
4. The Holy Spirit came at Shavuot.  
5. We are written in the Lamb's Book of Life — Yom Kippur.  
6. Trumpets — Yom Teruah speaks of the Gospel proclamation. 
7. The Wedding Feast of the Lamb is yet to come … 
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Sukkot 

Film 1 — Heaven, Earth & the Tabernacle 

Our Father, who is in Heaven, (see Endnote 1)  in Hebrew 
translates as Aveenu,  sheh-ba  Shamayim.  Yeshua probably 
spoke Aramaic and some everyday Greek, but Jewish tradition 
states; the Torah, the Prophets and Prayers were recited or 
chanted mostly in Hebrew. 

Film 2 — Aveenu,  sheh-ba  Shamayim 

During their wilderness wanderings they were totally dependent on 
God who supplied; 

1. Pillar of Cloud to guide them by day (Exodus 13:20-22). 
2. Fire by Night (Exodus 13:21-22). When the cloud moved they 

followed, and when it stopped they rested (Numbers 9:15-23). 
3. Bread from Heaven (manna, Exodus 16:4-5, 14-15, 31, also 

John 6:32-35, 48-51, 58),  
4. Water (Exodus 15:25, 17:5-6; John 4:15, 7:2, 37-38).  
5. Clothes & Sandals which lasted 40 years (Deuteronomy 29:5). 

Tabernacle alludes to a temporary dwelling place, whether that’s 
the Holy Tabernacle housing God’s Glory, until the more 
permanent Temple was built, or the desert shelter of Sukkot, that 
housed the Israelites until they settled and built stone dwellings. 

After the 40 days of Teshuvah (repentance), Moses descended the 
mountain and gave instructions regarding the building of God's 
Sukkah (Mishkan/Tabernacle — a portable sanctuary and 
spiritual centre in the midst of the desert). 

Film 3 — The Tabernacle of Moses 

Israel camped around the Presence  
The presence appeared as a Cloudy Pillar in the day and a Fiery 
Pillar by night (Exodus 13:20-22). God spoke to Moses out of the 
Pillar of Cloud in Exodus 33:9 assuring him His Presence 
(Shekinah) would be with them.  
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Sukkot 

Moses and the Tent of Meeting 
Exodus 40:34-35 — Moses could not enter the Tent. 
Leviticus 1:1 — The Lord spoke to Moses from the Tent. 
Numbers 1:1 — The Lord spoke to Moses in the Tent. 

Shekinah  
The word Shekinah does not appear in the Bible, but the concept 
clearly does. Jewish rabbis coined this expression, a Hebrew word 
literally meaning He caused to dwell.  Shekinah speaks of divine 
visitation, the Presence or Dwelling of God on Earth. God’s 
Shekinah Glory was first seen when the Israelites set out from 
Succoth in their escape from Egypt.  

In biblical times Sukkot was regarded as the primary festival and 
was simply referred to as The Feast (1 Kings 8:2). King Solomon 
Dedicated the Temple during Sukkot (1 Kings 8: 62-65). 

After the exile of the people of Judah in Babylon during the 6th 
Century BC they returned to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple. In 
the course of their reconstruction work, and for the first time in 
many years, they gathered from their towns to Jerusalem for the 
Feast of the seventh month — Nehemiah 8:14-17.  

The sukkah is also meant to help us ask ourselves:  

1. Where is the true home we seek?  
• Philippians 3:20 … our citizenship is in Heaven. And we 

eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
• Ephesians 2:6 … God raised us with Christ and seated us 

with Him in the Heavenly realms because we are united 
with Christ Jesus. 

• 1 Peter 1:3-4 … God’s … has caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus, to an 
inheritance that’s imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in Heaven for you. 
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Sukkot 

2. Who is the true shelter of our lives? 
• Psalm 17:8 … Keep me as the apple of Your eye; Hide me 

in the shadow of Your wings. 
• Psalm 61:4 … I will abide in Your Tabernacle forever; I will 

trust in the shelter of Your wings. 
• Psalm 63:7 … in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy. 

2) Tabernacles and the Temple 

Sukkot is the final of the 3 pilgrim festivals celebrated by mass 
pilgrimage to the Temple in Jerusalem until 70 AD when the Temple 
was destroyed. All 3 festivals have a harvest theme: Pesach and 
Shavuot in the spring emphasise the grain harvests whilst Sukkot 
in autumn signals the final ingathering of citrus fruits, grapes and 
olives.  Another name for Sukkot is The Feast of Ingathering 
(Exodus 23:16).  

Read: Leviticus 23:40-41 

The Etrog (lemon-like citron) symbolises the heart, the place of 
understanding and wisdom, being an acronym for faith (ֱאמּונָה), 
repentance (ְּתׁשּוָבה), healing (ְרֻפָאה), and redemption (ְּגֻאָּלה).   

The initials of the words Let not the foot of pride overtake me 
(Psalm 36:11) — ַאל־ְּתבֹוֵאנִי ֶרגֶל ַּגֲאָוה — spell the word Etrog, so 
the humble heart is beautiful in the eyes of Heaven.  

The Midrash (Rabbinic interpretation) says the Etrog (also called 
the Persian Apple) was the fruit Adam and Eve ate in disobedience, 
resulting in exile from the Garden. It’s significant that during 
Sukkot the very means of downfall is reclaimed and sanctified 
with great rejoicing that all sin has been atoned through Yeshua! 

The Lulav (Palm Frond) represents the spine or backbone of a 
person, Myrtle corresponds to the eyes and Willow the lips.  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Sukkot 

The word Lulav (לּוָלב) comes from 2 words to him (לֹו) and heart 
 A person who loves the LORD with all his heart, will be given .(ֵלב)
spiritual backbone, real conviction, a bold heart and strength.  

The Lulav is formed by plaiting together branches of Willow, 
Myrtle and Palm Fronds. The right hand holding the Lulav (all 3 
branches) and the left holding the Etrog are brought together and 
waved in all four directions and up and down, to remind people 
God’s that presence is everywhere. 

Those present are required to: rejoice before the Lord  
(Leviticus 23:40; Deuteronomy 16:14). 

Yom Kippur to Sukkot 
Preparation for Sukkot begins at the start of the month of Elul, 
when Moses was said to have ascended Mount Sinai the 2nd time 
staying there 40 days until the 10 Tishri (the original Yom Kippur).  

Yom Ha Kippurim (plural, for the many sins!), the holiest day of 
the Jewish year, reveals a prophetic insight about the Second 
Coming of Yeshua Ha Mashiach; the restoration of Israel and the 
final judgement of the world.  

This is the one Feast not fulfilled by the Church as it owes no 
Atonement; not because the Church is innocent, but because it’s 
exonerated. The Day of Atonement will be fulfilled when the Lord 
returns at His Second Coming with the redemption of His people, 
Israel (Romans 11:26). 

Kippurim can be read as Yom Ke-Purim, a Day like Purim, a 
Day of Deliverance and Salvation (see the book of Esther). So the 
day Yeshua sacrificed Himself on the Cross is the greatest Purim 
of all. 

Yom Teruah the Day of Trumpets (Shofar) is on the 1st day of 
Tishri, and is also known as Rosh Hashanah, the Head of the 
Year. Yom Teruah signals the final 10 Days of Awe of Teshuvah 
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the most intense days of fasting, praying, and repenting leading up 
to the climax, Yom Kippur.  

Sukkot then represents the time of restored fellowship with the 
LORD. The Mishkan (Tabernacle) and later the Temple represent 
God's Presence dwelling among His redeemed people (Exodus 
29:44-45). 

The Feast of Tabernacles also came to be known as The Season 
of our Joy (z'man sim chateinu {זְַמן ִׂשְמָחֵתנּו}) — the harvest was 
over after many hours of hard labour and so the people were able 
to rest. Also the days of repentance that characterise Yom Teruah 
and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) were past.  

Sukkot then, is a time to rejoice! Nehemiah stood up during this 
season and said: Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength (Nehemiah 8:10).  

Second Course 

3) Tabernacles and Yeshua  (John 7:2, 10-52) 

Film 4 — John 7:11-52 Yeshua at Tabernacles 

Living Water    (John 7:37-38) 
One of the Temple ceremonies during the 7 days of Sukkot was for 
the High Priest to fill a golden pitcher with water from the Pool of 
Siloam. The procession returned via the Water-Gate, which 
received its name from this ceremony, and on entering the 
courtyard of the Temple — approached the altar and poured it upon 
it, to blasts from silver trumpets and priests chanting, with joy 
you will draw water from the wells of salvation, (Isaiah 12:3) 
as a reminder of their ancestors’ need for water in their desert 
wanderings. 
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The 7th day, Hoshanah Rabba (The Great Day) concluded the 
Feast. A Shofar was blown as they reached their respective gates. 
The procession of pilgrims were led with the sound of the flute up 
to Jerusalem and the call to worship, Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord.   

On this last day, the priests with the willows entered the Temple 
and circled the Altar seven times, swishing the willows back and 
forth. The priests then laid their willows against the Altar, making a 
Sukkah.  

The highlight of the ceremony was when the priest with the golden 
pitcher poured the Living Water from the Pool of Siloam over 
the Altar. The wine, as a drink offering was poured from the silver 
pitcher over the Altar. The wine and water mingled together and 
flowed through special pipes back to the Kidron Brook. 

The crowd would wave their Lulavs making a tremendous sound 
and sing: (Psalm 118:25-26).  

Save us (Hosanna), we pray, O Lord!  
O Lord, we pray let us thrive!  
Blesséd is He who comes in the name of the LORD!  
We bless You from the house of the LORD. 

Psalm 118, regarded as a Messianic Psalm was shouted by the 
crowds when Yeshua arrived during His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem (Matthew 21:8-9; Luke 19:38; John 12:13), initially 
being greeted with shouts of Hosanna! and the waving of Lulavs 
as the Messiah King came to deliver the people of Israel (see also 
Revelation 7:9-10). 

The Water Ceremony was to thank God for His abundant 
provision and ask Him to provide rain for the crops in the coming 
year, summer being at an end and winter with the rainy season 
about to begin. They were very much aware of their dependence 
on God for the rains that were vital to the preservation of life.  No 
wonder the prophets came to see rain as a symbol of Salvation and 
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the work of God's Holy Spirit: I will sprinkle clean water on 
you, and you will be clean… (Ezekiel 36:25). 

The Water Ceremony was also prophetic and Messianic, pointing 
to a time when the Holy Spirit would be poured out not only on 
Israel but on believers of all nations, thereby fulfilling the Messianic 
hope in Joel 2:28-29 and Isaiah 44:3. 

Yeshua spoke of the Living Water (mayim chayim) that He would 
give to those who asked Him. This water, He said, would truly 
satisfy the thirsty heart and provide everlasting nourishment for 
life (John 4:14). He further explained that this water would spring 
forth within the heart as a result of trusting in Him. The Apostle 
John called this Living Water the Holy Spirit (John 7:39).  

Yeshua says, To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the 
water of life freely (see Revelation 21:6 and Isaiah 55:1). 

Light of the World    (John 8:12) 
Every night of Sukkot, all through the night, four giant Menorahs 
of around 75-85 foot, located in the four corners of the Court of 
the Women were lit — illuminating the Temple, which being on a 
hill above the city, meant it was seen by the entire city. In addition, 
the Levitical musicians played harps, lyres, cymbals and trumpets 
making joyful music to the Lord, along with dancing. 

It served as a reminder of God’s Shekinah Glory which once 
filled the Temple, and also of how the Pillar of Fire guided them in 
the wilderness. Isaiah prophesied of the Coming One, The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light 
has shined (Isaiah 9:2). 
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It’s significant that the Water and Light ceremonies were 
focussed by Yeshua when He encountered the man born blind 
(John 9:1-7). Yeshua’s disciples asked who was it that sinned and 
caused this mans blindness (see Endnote 2). But Yeshua refused to 
speculate about the cause. The imperative for Him was how to 
address the situation so that the work of God was done. 

Film 5 — John 9:1-7 The Man Born Blind 

The Message Translation clearly captures the sense;  Yeshua 
said, ’You're asking the wrong question. You're looking for 
someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here. Look 
instead for what God can do. We need to be energetically at 
work for the One who sent Me here, working while the sun 
shines.’ 

To heal, often Yeshua simply spoke a word. But He often did more, 
healing not just the obvious physical or presenting problem. 
(Bartimaeus; Mark 10:46-52 and the Man born blind; John 9)  

When this man had been a child, and no doubt continuing into 
adulthood, people would have spat on him knowing his parents had 
sinned! So hearing Yeshua about to spit the man would have have 
expected a curse to follow!  

But when Yeshua spat, there was no curse, only blessing. He made 
mud to put into the man’s eyes. Yeshua then told him to go and 
wash in the Pool of Siloam (John 9:7). He would have stumbled his 
way to the pool still unable to see and probably been laughed at, 
spat at and cursed along the way. But then having washed in the 
Pool of Siloam, from where the water is drawn for the Water 
Ceremony at Sukkot by the priest, the man was healed physically 
and restored emotionally. Yeshua used the very thing others used 
to curse him, in order to heal and restore him.  

On the last day of Sukkot, Yeshua cried out,  
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If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who 
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his 
heart will flow rivers of living water’ (John 7:37-38). 

The two great themes of Sukkot during the Second Temple period 
were Water and Light.  It’s likely that Yeshua referred to Himself 
as both Living Water (John 7:38) and Light of the World (John 
8:12) during one of these water drawing ceremonies. 

It’s also likely Yeshua was born during Sukkot (see Endnote 3) 
being conceived during Hanukkah in the month of Kislev 
{December time}), since the same verb that says He dwelt with 
us in John 1:14 (skēnoō, σκηνόω {skā-no’ō}) comes from the 
same root referring to both the Mishkan (Tabernacle) and the 
Sukkah or Tent, (skēnos, σκῆνος, {skā’-nos}) see 2 Corinthians 
5:1, 4). 

4) Tabernacles and the Future (Zechariah 14:16-19) 

Sukkot is unique among the Jewish festivals as it speaks of God’s 
loving Provision of Forgiveness for the entire world. It also 
speaks of Israel's role to bless the nations. The Harvest 
Festival yet to come will be the result of the greatest outpouring of 
God’s Holy Spirit since Pentecost. 

Sukkot prophetically anticipates the coming Kingdom of Yeshua 
ha Mashiach wherein all the nations will come up to Jerusalem to 
worship the LORD during the Festival.  

Although Zechariah 14:16-19 is the only passage in Scripture 
which explicitly refers to the Feast of Tabernacles in the last 
days, Isaiah could well have had Tabernacles in mind when he 
describes his vision that: 

On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a Feast 
of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine — the 
best of meats and the finest of wines (Isaiah 25:6). 
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And there are many passages in the Book of Revelation which 
could easily describe this great Feast, for example: 

… there before me was a great multitude that no-one 
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and in front of the 
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding 
palm branches (Lulavs!) in their hands. And they cried 
out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation belongs to our God, who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb’  
(Revelation 7:9-10). 

Tabernacles is about the culmination or completion of God's 
purposes. So, in the events associated with the return of Yeshua 
and the climax of history, there’s this marvellous picture of all the 
peoples of all the surviving nations — Jews and Gentiles — 
worshipping the King, the Lord of Hosts, celebrating the Feast of 
Tabernacles in Jerusalem, the metropolis of God's Kingdom on 
Earth — not just of Israel.  

Revelation 21:3-4 reveals the eternal significance of Sukkot. 

… I heard a loud voice from Heaven saying, “Behold, the 
Tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them 
and be their God. 

This emphasises the continuation of the pilgrimage aspects of the 
Festival as well as the key role of Jerusalem in God’s plan as the 
focus of Worship and Government. 

According to Joel 2:28-29 and Isaiah 44:3 God was and is going to 
do some wonderful things in the future. Before the Second Coming 
of Yeshua there’s going to be a great Harvest of Souls, from 
amongst the Jewish people and also the Gentiles.  
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Sukkot 

We know the importance of the imagery of Water in the Feast, 
both literally and spiritually — referring to the Holy Spirit. This is 
echoed in two further passages from Zechariah: 

...a Fountain will be opened to the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin 
and impurity. (Zechariah 13:1) 

and: 

...Living Water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the 
eastern sea and half to the western sea (Dead Sea and 
Mediterranean), in summer and in winter. (Zechariah 
14:8) 

The River of the Water of Life coming from the throne of God 
and the Lamb in Revelation 22:1 cross references with Ezekiel 
47:1-12 and Genesis 2:10. 

The seven feasts begin with Pesach, the Feast of Deliverance, 
and end with Sukkot, the Feast of Ingathering with great 
rejoicing at God's Presence and Provision. 

Rabbis say, ‘He who has not seen Jerusalem during the Feast of 
Tabernacles does not know what rejoicing means’, but what real 
rejoicing there will be at this Feast when Yeshua Ha Mashiach 
returns! 

The Lord will be King over the whole Earth.  
On that day there will be one Lord,  
and His name the only Name.  (Zechariah 14:9) 

 

Worship 
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Endnotes 

1. The Lord’s Prayer  —  Tefilah Ha Talmidim  (The Disciples Prayer) 
Although Yeshua probably spoke Aramaic and some Koine Greek in everyday life, 
according to Jewish tradition; the Torah, the Prophets, and Prayers were recited or chanted 
mostly in Hebrew, as they are today. Note that leeday  Masah means lead us not into the 
‘hands of Masah’, a time of hard testing for the Israelites at Masah in the desert. 

Aveenu  (Our  Father) 

sheh  ba  Shamayim   (who is in Heaven) 

yeet-kadahsh  sh’meh-cha   (Holy is Your Name) 

Tavoe  mahlchoo  tehcha   (Your Kingdom come) 

Yay-ahseh  r’tzon-cha   (Your  will  be  done) 

ba’ahretz  ka-ahsher  na   (on Earth be done now) 

ahsah  ba  Shamayim.   (as it is in Heaven.) 

Ten  la noo  ha  yom  lehchem  chookayno   (Give us this day our daily bread) 

oo-s’lach  la noo  et  ahsh  mahtayno,   (and forgive us our sins) 

ka  ahsher  solecheem  ahnahchnoo   (as we forgive those) 

la-ahsher  ahshmoo  lahnoo   (who sin against us) 

v’ahl  tuh-vee-ay-noo  leeday  Masah,   (and lead us not into the hands of Masah) 

kee  eem  ha-tzee-lay-noo  meen-ha-rah   (but deliver us from the evil one) 

Baruch  atah  Adonai  Ehlohaynu  (Blessed are You, LORD our God) 

Melech  haOlam.  Ahmane   (King of the Universe.  Amen) 

The Blessing of the Messiah 
Baruch  atah  Adonai  Ehlohaynu,  Melech  ha-Olam 
Blessed are You, LORD our God, King of the Universe 

Ah-sher  na-tahn  la-noo  et  deh-rech  
Who has given us the way 

ha-y’shoo-ah  beh  Mashiach  Yeshua.  Ahmane. 
of salvation in Messiah Yeshua.  Amen  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2. Blessings and Curses 
Deuteronomy 28 lists blessings, but from vs. 15-68 it lists curses (v.28 blindness).  

3. Argument for a Tishri (Sukkot) Birth 
There are several reasons to believe Yeshua was born during the festival of Sukkot. The 
reasons cited are as follows:  

1. Yeshua's cousin, John the Baptist, was conceived mid Sivan (May/June) and born 
40 weeks later on Nisan 15, Passover. 
1.1. John's father (Zachariah), a Levite, was assigned to serve in the Temple during the 

course of Abijah, the 8th course of the year. (Luke 1:5, 1 Chronicles 24:10). See 
diagram below. 

1.2. Since the cycle of service began on the first Shabbat of Nisan, but both Passover 
and Shavuot require all priestly courses to serve, the actual time the 8th course 
would serve would be during the 10th week of the year. This places Zachariah's 
service in the Temple as beginning on the second Sabbath of the month of Sivan 
(May/June). 

1.3. It is written that John was conceived shortly after this tour of duty (Luke 1:23-4). 
Therefore, John the Baptist was probably conceived shortly after the third Sabbath 
of the month of Sivan (i.e., late Sivan). 

1.4. Therefore John the Baptist was born around Passover, Nisan 15. (Recall Yeshua 
said John the Baptist was a type of Elijah the prophet (Matthew 17:10-13, compare 
Luke 1:17). Even today it’s customary to set out a special cup of wine during the 
Passover meal in anticipation of the arrival of Elijah for the festival.) 

2. Yeshua was conceived in late Kislev (Nov/Dec) and born 40 weeks later during 
Sukkot. 
2.1. Yeshua was conceived 6 months after John the Baptist (Luke 1:24-27, 36). Note 

the 6th month refers to Elizabeth's pregnancy, not the month of Elul (Luke 1:36). 
2.2. 6 months added to late Sivan is late Kislev, which is the time of the conception of 

Yeshua (note the 1st day Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights, is celebrated on the 
25th  Kislev, and Yeshua is called the Light of the world — John 8:12, 9:5, 12:46). 

2.3. From the 15th day of Nisan (John's birthday), we add 6 months to arrive at the 15th 
day of the 7th month, Tishri — the first day of the Festival of Sukkot. 

2.4. If the day of His birth was the 1st day of Sukkot, the day of His circumcision 
would be the 8th day, Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah, which, like the 1st day, is a 
day of sacred assembly (Leviticus 23:39). The day when they complete their 
annual cycle of Torah readings and start again from Genesis. Simchat Torah is a 
time of fulfilment of Torah. The circumcision of Yeshua at this time indicates how 
He had come to fulfil the Law and the Prophets (Matthew 5:17-18). 

2.5. The Word (Yeshua) ‘was made flesh’ (conceived) ‘and dwelt’ (skēnos – from the 
Greek meaning to dwell or fix ones Tabernacle.) 
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2.6. Study the priestly courses again (see below).  Jesus dwelt with man at His birth 
during the 13th and 14th priestly courses.  The names of these courses were 
Huppah (Canopy) and Jeshebeab (Dwelling of the Father). Surely this can’t be 
mere coincidence.  

3. Circumstantial Evidence 
3.1. John 1:14 states the Word became flesh and dwelt with us. The Greek word dwelt 

[skēnoō, σκηνόω] comes from the word skēnos (σκῆνος), which the LXX 
(Septuagint) uses for the Mishkan (Tabernacle). The name given for the feast of 
Tabernacles itself is called Heortē Skēnōma (ἑορτή σκήνωµα) in the LXX. 

3.2. King Herod most likely used the opportunity of the Festival of Sukkot (in 
Jerusalem) to perform the census (certainly not Hanukkah, since he detested and 
feared the Hasmoneans). 

3.3. Shepherds would not be out with their sheep in the dead of winter in Israel. The 
angel who appeared to the shepherds said, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people" (Luke 2:10). Since Sukkot was 
known as both a festival of joy and also as the Festival of the Nations, the angel 
was actually giving them a greeting for the Festival of Sukkot. This is the only 
festival where the nations are positively encouraged to participate (Zechariah 
14:16-19). 

3.4. After Yeshua returns and sets up His Kingdom on Earth, it is written that only one 
festival will be celebrated by the nations: Sukkot (Zechariah 14:16) Why is that? 
Could it be that Sukkot will be a worldwide birthday party for Yeshua? (all the 
other festivals would have been fulfilled - Pesach (Passover & Unleavened Bread),  
Yom Ha Bikkurim (First Fruits), Shavuot (Weeks), Yom Teruah (Trumpets-
Shofar), and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement), but the remembrance of His birth 
would remain as a celebration). 

3.5. We know that Yeshua was 30 years old when He started His ministry (Luke 3:23), 
and, assuming as many Bible scholars do, that He ministered for 3.5 years, we can 
count backwards from the crucifixion (during Passover in Nisan) 6 months to 
discover His birthday in Tishri. 

3.6. Since Zachariah served during the 10th week and Elizabeth conceived shortly 
thereafter, we can place the date of Yeshua' birth during the festival of Sukkot. 

4. Existentially the exact time of the birth of Yeshua is irrelevant, since we know the date 
of his Crucifixion on Erev Pesach, and His Resurrection on Nisan 17 (First Fruits), 
which are of more fundamental significance (see 1 Corinthians 2:2; 15:3-4). In light of 
these uncertainties, it’s perhaps advisable to take a humble attitude and confess our 
ignorance in the matter. The important thing, of course, is that our LORD was indeed 
born and ransomed us from the wages of our sins. Hallelujah!  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Principle Jewish Feasts;  Pilgrim Feasts — Feasts — Other       m
Nisan  
1st 
(Abib)

14;		Pesach	(Feast	of	Passover)	
15-22;		Chag	Ha	Matzot	(Unleavened	Bread)	
16;		Se4irat	Ha	Omer	countdown	to	Shavuot		
17;		Yom	Ha	Bikkurim	(Firstfruits)	Yeshua’s	Resurrection

Barley,	Flax	
Harvest	
Rains/melting	
snow

Iyyar  
2nd 
(Ziv)

Barley	
Harvest	
Dry	season

Sivan 
3rd

6;		Shavuot	(Feast	of	Weeks	{Pentecost})	
								Giving	Torah	at	Sinai	and	Ruach	HaKodesh	at	Zion.

Early	Figs	
ripen.	Wheat	
Harvest,	Vine	
Tending	
Summer	heat

Tammuz 
4th

Grape	Harvest	
Heat	increases

Av 
5th

Olive,	Grape,	
Fig	Harvest	
Heat	reaches	
maximum

Elul 
6th

Dates,	Grapes	
Summer	Figs	
Heat	continues

Tishri 
7th 
(Etanim)

1;		Yom	Teruah	(Rosh	Hashanah,	Shofar—Trumpets)		
						Sixth	Day	of	Creation	
10;		Yom	Kippur	(Day	of	Atonement)	
15-21;		Sukkot	(Feast	of	Shelters	{Tabernacles})	

Final	Fruit	
Ingathering	

Heshvan 
8th 
(Bul)

Winter	Figs	
Ploughing	
Cold	weather	
begin,	light	
rains

Kislev 
9th

25-30;	Hanukkah	(Dedication	-	Festival	of	Lights)	
							Numbers	7:1-8:4;	John	10:22-23).	Celebrating	the		
							victory	of	Maccabee	forces	over	the	Greeks	and	the		
							rededication	of	the	Temple.

Wheat	Barley	
Sowing	
Rain	increases	
mountain	snow

Tebet 
10th

1-3;		Hanukkah	continues. Flocks	
Wintered	
Maximum	cold	
rain,	mountain	
snow

Shebat 
11th

Winter	Figs	
Cold	lessens	
rain	continues

Adar 
12th

13;		Fast	of	Esther	-	called	by	Queen	Esther	(Hadassah)	
14;		Purim	(Feast	of	Lots,	Haman	cast	lots{pur}	to		
								determine	when	to	destroy	the	Jews!		
								Esther	3:7,	9:24ff)

Citrus	
Harvest,	Flax	
Almond	
Blossom	
Storms	

March	

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March


